
G E T  T O  K N O W  Y O U R  T R U S T E E 
T R U ST E E  Z E P H  CA P O

 
It’s not too late to register for the spring 
semester. Come join the millions of students 
who have already made the Smart Decision 
to improve their lives through education 
and training at HCC. We can’t wait to see 
you!

•	To apply: hccs.edu/apply

•	Programs: hccs.edu/programs

•	Financial help: hccs.edu/financialaid

•	HCC Foundation: hccsfoundation.org

In service,

 
Zeph Capo 
HCC Board of Trustees 
District I

Dear neighbors, 
 
The start of a new year 
is always exciting. At 
Houston Community 
College we are heading 
into 2019 with a renewed 
commitment to helping 
our students succeed. At 
every campus and in every 
classroom, we are working 

to create pathways that will guide students to their 
goals. 
 
HCC offers the most affordable tuition of any 
higher education institution in the region. With 
more than 100 programs of study in academics, 
business, cyber security, automotive repair, 
culinary and performing arts, health sciences 
and more, HCC has what you need to obtain an 
associate degree, prerequisites for transfer to a 
four-year university or workforce training. 
 

successfully completed the 2012 bond project 
on time and under budget. 
 
Who or what inspires you?   
I am inspired by the faculty on our campus 
who do their best to meet the needs of students 
everyday.  
 
What advice do you have for HCC 
students?   
Keep going! Finish your program. Ask for 
help. There is no obstacle that we can’t 
overcome together.

Q&A  
Why do you want to serve on the HCC 
Board of Trustees?  
HCC is one of the most important institutions in our 
city. Everyone should have the opportunity to develop 
the skills necessary to advance in the workplace. 
Admission does not equate to access and I serve with 
a goal of increasing access to higher education for all. 
 
What about HCC are you most proud of?   
I am extremely proud of the advances we have 
made over the last several years shifting our focus to 
student success, which is evident by the number of 
awards received by our diverse student body. We have 

Students from HCC’s Automotive Technology Center 
honed interviewing skills and explored career options at an 
event coordinated by the HCC Northeast Center for Career 
& Job Placement Services. Several industry partners, 
including CarMax, Automotive Service Association, 
Penske Truck Leasing and Group 1 Automotive were all on 
site to provide information on various career options and 
offer, part-time, full-time and internship opportunities. 

JOBS FOR AUTOMOTIVE STUDENTS
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Coleman College growing to meet 
student demand
The beautiful new 10-story Houston Community 
College Coleman College Health Sciences Tower in 
the heart of the Texas Medical Center is now open.

The tower includes floors that simulate a 21st 
Century hospital environment and cutting-edge 
training facilities for more than 20 health-related 
fields. The $68 million facility is the centerpiece of the 
HCC Health Sciences Program, the only community 
college program of its kind in the medical center.

Texas State Representative Garnet Coleman, the son 
of the late Dr. John Coleman for whom Coleman 
College is named, and numerous other members 
of the Coleman family were on hand for the official 
ribbon cutting. Representative Coleman said that 
“practicing medicine came first for my father” and 

through Coleman College his father’s legacy 
continues. The college is the only facility in the 
medical center to bear the name of an African- 
American. 

The state-of-the-art building received 
a 2018 Landmark Award in the 
category of Educational Facility from 
the Houston Business Journal. Entries 
for the competition were judged on 
their impact on Houston, including job 
creation, innovation, amenities and being 
environmentally friendly.

For more information on the HCC Health 
Sciences Center of Excellence visit hccs.
edu/healthsciences.

HCC launches new online college with 32 fully 
online degrees
To expand educational access, Houston Community College 
is now offering 32 fully online degree and certificate 
programs, which upon completion will allow students to 
seamlessly transfer into prestigious four-year institutions. 

HCC has offered remote learning options since the time 
they were referred to as distance learning, but the addition 
of a seventh college within the organization entirely 
dedicated to meeting the needs of online learners takes 
HCC’s commitment to a whole different level. Stay-at-home 
moms and dads, students committed to caring for elderly 
loved ones at home and those already in the workforce 
who need additional education to move up in their careers 
or change careers altogether now have the option of 
completing coursework anywhere, anytime.

With more than 21,000 students taking one or more online 
classes, HCC is the third largest community college in the 

U.S. for online enrollments. There are more than 60 areas 
of study and more than 5,000 individual courses available 
online.

According to a study by the Boston Consulting Group, HCC 
retention rates for first-time freshmen students were nine 
to 10 percentage points higher when they took at least one 
fully online or mixed modality course. BCG also reported 
that HCC students who take a combination of digital and 
face-to-face courses complete their degrees at a higher rate 
than those who take all of their classes face to face. 

HCC’s Online College provides counselors, advisors and 
tutors for students. All HCC online classes are taught 
by credentialed faculty and the programs are eligible for 
financial aid. For more information, 
visit hccs.edu/anywhere.

Houston Community College 
is finalizing a 10-year strategic 
plan - a plan that will be 
the roadmap for moving 
HCC forward in an era of 
unprecedented change, in a city 
of endless possibilities. 

What kind of degrees, programs, 
certificates, and services will 
Houstonians look to HCC to 
provide? How can we magnify 
the many things we do so well 
as an institution? How can we 
improve things that we want to 
change? These are the questions 
the strategic planning process 
seeks to answer. 

Of course, nothing about HCC 
occurs in a vacuum. Everything 
this college does, we do in 
collaboration with the board of 
trustees, the faculty, and staff, 
and we do them for the benefit 
of our students, and our fellow 
Houstonians. 

This is your personal invitation 
to help HCC design, create, and 
execute the 2020-2030 Strategic 
Plan. Please visit hccs.edu/
embracinghoustonsfuture and 
fill out the feedback survey. We 
are anxious to hear from you!

HCC planning to embrace 
Houston’s future

HCC
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106,470
2018 HCC Annual Enrollment

Graduate placement 
in jobs or transfer 
to 4-year schools

31,934
Students Receiving 

Financial Aid

86.7%31% 
African 
American

4% 
Other

15% 
Asian

15% 
White

35% 
Hispanic

Lowest tuition 
cost across higher 
institutions


